Growlng Roses
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Who doesn’t love roses? Personally, I envy those who are
knowledgeable about growing roses, and extra envious of those
who know the names of all the different roses Growing roses in
Phoenix? Even in our withering heat, many varieties thrive,
often in neglected conditions or without tender care.

Know your Planting Zone
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Rose area on the south side of our home

There are multiple rose locations on our property. On the
south side of our home, a rose garden is planted, with
approximately 20 rose bushes. Quite honestly, I do not know
the varieties of my roses, as these were initially selected by
our landscape architect long ago. But now that I have the
time, I am excited to be involved with all aspects of our
roses.
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Learn to Prune

Here is the last bouquet I cut before a hard pruning in
January. This pruning is done for shape and to foster vigorous
spring growth. Care of roses can be as complicated or
straightforward as you care to make it, depending on the
varieties you are growing and the zone in which it is grown.
Remember to always select roses that are well suited to your
area.


http://bella-terra.moseke.com/growing-roses/

Rich Soil, Fertilizer, Water
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Screening compost

Roses grow best in rich, fertile soil that is kept evenly
watered throughout the year. In March, I add new compost soil
around the beds of the roses, removing weeds and turning up
the dirt. In addition, I check the watering system and add a
rose fertilizer. This rose food can be found at Whitfill
Nursery. The dogs LOVE it so you need to be extra careful that
they do not ingest it.
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Creating small berms around each plant helps with water
retention.
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Heirloom Roses

Next I move onto the heirloom roses that are on the periphery
of the orchard. These 10 bushes are the original roses that we
were able to save through the restoration. To read more about
our house restoration, click here.
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Heirloom roses

I believe these are Quatre Saisons (known as “Rose of the Four
Season). This rather gawky, prickly rose produces the most
fragrant blossoms. To read another story about these heirloom
roses, click here.


http://www.whitfillnursery.com/n-phx-scottsdale.html
http://www.whitfillnursery.com/n-phx-scottsdale.html
http://bella-terra.moseke.com/restoration-chronicleschapter-5/
http://bella-terra.moseke.com/propagating-roses/

Ramblers
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Lady Banks’ rose hedge

In the front of our home, we have an additional 8 rose plants
in front of the large Lady Banks’ roses. This old rambler,
introduced in 1807, 1is very tolerant of the hot and dry
conditions. Since we are growing it up the existing fence,
Lady Banks’' provides a thick privacy hedge to the busy road.
It is just now beginning to bloom with its small, yellow
flowers. Soon this hedge will be one solid row of yellow.

Rose Hedge
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Mysterious rose hedge

The last of our roses is an enormous shrub rose. I do nothing
to this because it is so huge. To give you an idea of its
size, the wall behind it is 6 feet tall. It is approximately
12 feet x 10 feet by 12 feet tall. The bush is so thick with
cane too and is the perfect habitat for birds.
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Just starting to bloom, this shrub produces these delicate
pink blossoms with a faint fragrance. If anyone knows anything
about this rose shrub, please let me know. I imagine it has
been here a very long time.

So all in all, we have 40 rose bushes, several Lady Banks’
bushes in both white and yellow, and this mysterious hedge
above.

As I mentioned earlier, my goal is to tend to them this year
and learn as much as I can about their origins, official names
and classification. With most things in 1life, there are
lessons to be learned, like wearing a long sleeve shirt while



doing rose work.
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“Death offers you thorns, eternity offers you roses, and life
offers you both.”— Matshona Dhliwayo

Happy Wednesday to you! If you grow roses, please share. If
not, I hope this post inspires you to do so. Roses are tougher
than they look.
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This post shared with Between Naps on the Porch Metamorphosis
Monday #634



https://betweennapsontheporch.net/transform-an-old-mirror-into-a-bulletin-board-diy-tutorial/
https://betweennapsontheporch.net/transform-an-old-mirror-into-a-bulletin-board-diy-tutorial/

